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PREFACE 
O meddle in a Controverſy that has been ſo long on 
Foot, and after ſo many able Pens, wants an Ex- 
cuſe ſo much, that I cannot let this Sermon go A- 
broad without aſſuring the Reader, that it is very 
much againſt my own Inclination, and purely in Compliance 
with the Importunity of thoſe that heard it, who deſired it 
might be Printed, in a Manner not to be denied. 
They who conſider this as a Viſitation-Sermon, and know 
the Author, will not wonder either at the Choice of the Sub- 
ject, or the Side I have taken in it: For though I ſhall ever 
be an Enemy to Perſecution, and cannot think it equitable 
in the Governours of the Church to take the utmoſt Advantage 
of ſevere Laws againſt innocent well-meaning People, while 
they continue ſuch ; much leſs to call in the 3 Arm, to 
eſs and cruſh under its Weight vertuous and learned Men, 
2 the Miſtakes their diſiutered Purſuits of Truth and Know- 
ledge may happen to lead them into; though I am very free to 
own my ſelf to be in theſe Sentiments, in which I would hope 
1 have the Senſe of all wiſe and good Men with me; yet Ican 
by no Means come into the Notions of thoſe Gentlemen, who 
declare againſt all Authority in the Church, and all Eftabliſh- 
ments of Religion by the State, which they would make the 
World believe are utterly inconſiſtent with right Reaſon, juſt 
Liberty and true Religion,contrary to the Will of Chrift,and de- 
fruttive of the Faith and Doctrine taught by him. But to me 
the Reverſe of all this ſeems to be the Truth ; That Authority 
end Government, whether in Church or Statc, in Matters of 
Religion are abſolutely neceſſary 1 preſerve Peace and Order, 
| | A 


to 
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to keep Liberty from Degenerating into Licentiouſneſs, to pro- 
reft the Church and the Truths taug bt in it from its Enemies 
of all Kinds, whether ſecret or orofefled ; and perfectly agree- 
able to the Will of God, who expects and requires it at the 
Handi of his Vicegerents, that they ſhould protect true Religion 
and be Nurſing- Fathers to the Church. 
0 offert that Eſtabliſhments in general are unrighteous and 
unreaſonable, is, in my bumble Opinion, ſo wild a Notion, that 
the more I think of it, the mare difficult it is to reconcile it in 
any View to good Senſe ; it ſeems not only to proceed from a 
total Ignorance of human Nature, and to contradict the Senſe 
of Mankind in all Ages, but to reflect infinite Diſhonour upon 
God himſelf, as the Author and Inſtitutor of the Jewiſh Go- 
vernment: And as to our own Eſtabliſhment in particular, 
"tis ſo far from weakening the Proteſtant Religion, as oppoſed 
to Popery; that tis, I think, evident to a Deminſtration, that 
it is the great Support and Preſervation of it 3 which, unleſs 
it bad the Gift of Miracles, without an Eftabliſhment could no 
morę defend it ſelf againſt the United Strength and Zeal of 
Popery, than à diſconcerted Rabble could ſtand againſt a well 
diſciplined Army. be PT. | 3 
But in ibis Diſceurſe the Reader has my Thoughts only as 
to the Power, and Authority of the Miniſters and Governours 
of the Church, and that as it appears upon the Face of Scrip- 
ture, without any Regard to Modern Syſtems ; in which, I 
bope, I have advanced nothing but what will be found to be 
well grounded ; and then it will not fail of the Approbation 
of competent and equitable Fudges; and for the reſt I am in 
no Pain. But whether my Thoughts on this Subject are right 
or not, I cannot ſet them in a fuller Light than I have, and 
tberefere ſhall leave them to take their Fate; with this Sa- 
tisfattion, that ] have ſaid nothing to ſerve a Turn, but have 
aſſerted throughout, what appeared to me to be true, whe- 
ther it were neceſſary for the Cauſe J maintain or not; which 
as to one Point, the Inviſibility of the Church, will be ace 
knowledged by all who have read what the Ingenious Aut bar 
of the Viſible and Inviſible Church has written upon that 
Subject; who, in Compliance with our Adverſaries, has wer) 
al, conſidered the Chu ch as an Inviſible Society, ans 5 


CEE 

fo good Purpoſe that he has quite diſarmed them of all the 
Advantage they could hope to make of it, and ſhewn at large 
that it can do them no Service, 

Thoſe who may not like the Matter of this Diſcourſe, will, 
J hope, find little in the Manner of it to offend them; for 
though I cannot but own my ſelf filled with Indignation and 
Aſt oni ſument at the looſe Principles of ſome Writers, the ex- 

travagant Liberties they have taken in Defence of them, their 
| Perverſion of Scripture, their Contempt of Antiquity, and 
their rude Treatment of our Conſtitution ; ] have ſuppreſſed 
thoſe Reſentments all Icould, and confined my ſelf to the Ar- 
gument, that I might not offend where I cannot pleaſe ; which, 
in all Diſputes, is the fir Step towards convincing thoſe 
who differ from us. 

I make nd Excuſe for the Length of this Diſcourſe to thoſe 
who did not hear it, who may read as little of it at a Time 
as they pleaſe ; for which Reaſon I have taken the Liberty to 
make it a little longer than it was, by the Inſertion of a few 
Lines in two or three Places, and the Addition of a few 


Notes, which to the leſs Learned I thought might be of Uſe 8 


Hebrews 
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Hebrews, Chap: xiii. Y er. 17. 
Obey them that have the Rule over 
you, and ſubmit your ſelves. 


J- H E Scripture, conſidered as a Rule and 
]]udge of Controverſy, though appealed 


to by all Sides, is rarely ſubmitted to 
=- by any with that Impartiality and De- 
ference of Judgment that is due to it, and which 
they expect ſhould be paid it by their Adverſaries. 
They go to the Scripture not to learn from thence, 
what or whoſe Opinions are trueſt, but how 
they may beſt defend their own. If all Sides 
were not more or leſs. guilty of this, it is im- 
poſſible the Chriſtian World, the reformed Parts 
of it at leaſt, could ſo long continue divided up- 
on ſo , many Points, as we ſee and lament 

they do. | 
But what is more ſtrange, this Rule has been 
by none leſs followed, or more perverted, than 
by thoſe who pretend moſt to a ſtrict and cloſe 
Adherence to it; ſo cloſe, that all other Rules 
and Guides, living or dead, ancient or modern, 
Fathers and Councils, even the primitive and ear- 
lieſt Writers of the Church, are not only neg- 
lected by them and treated with Contempt, as 
. perfectly 


755 
| Church, from the very Beginning, have given to 


(8) 


perfectly uſeleſs and inſignificant ; but thoſe who 
preſume to ſpeak in their Favour, or to make 
uſe of their Authority, are ſeverely _.cenſured, as 
forgetting their Duty to the Scripture, and de- 
rogating from its Authority in Proportion to the 
Regard they expteſs for any of them, though 
not in Oppoſition to the ſacred Writings, but in 
Sabor dination and in Aid of themn. 

Such is ſome Mens Zeal for Scripture, and yet 
none appear to be leſs governed by it in the 
Opinions they chooſe to be diſtinguiſhed by. The 
Socinians, in their Method of Controverſy, are a 
flagrant Inſtance of this; who cannot be thought 
to have thrown off all Regard to alt other Rules 
and Guides, purely out of Submiſſion and De- 
ference to the Scriptures ; but becauſe they knew 
they. were all ſo many Witneſſes - againſt them; 
and that when the Scriptures ftood alone, un- 


ported by the Evidence, that all Apes of the 


* 


them, *rwas the eaſier to diſpute their Meaning, 
and to 'wreſt them to their own Senſe., The 
Authority of the Scriptures feetns to have been 
cried up by theſe Men with no other View, but 
chat by ſtanding alone the Senſe of them might 
the . more. effectually be undermined. This at 
leaft, in fact, has proved the Caſe, whatever were 


J . 


„„ tt Anne Hh 
But, for an Inſtance, how little Men are ſome- 
times guided by Scripture, who are loudeſt for 
a ſtrict Adherence to it, and affect to take it as 
Ir were into their peculiar Patronage, as its onl) 
Friends, we need go no farther than to the Dit- 
Jutes that have been of late, and are ſtill ag 
Es, tat 


Ly 


„ 


tated with ſo much Heat concerning Church- 


Authority; which, though it have the Practice 
of the Univerſal Church in all Times on its Side, 
has been oppoſed with that Aſſurance on one 
Hand, and with that profeſſed Regard to the 
Scriptures on the other, that one would think 
there could not be found in them the leaſt Foot- 
ſteps of any thing in favour of it; much leſs ſuch 
expreſs and plain Words as thoſe I have now 
read to you, Obey them that have the Rule over 
jou, and ſubmit your ſelves : Words which ſo fully 
contain the Relation of Superiours and Inferiours, 
and ſo ſtrongly command the Submiſſion of one 
to the other, that did not the Circumſtances of 
the Place ſhew the contrary, they might well be 
thought to be meant of the Obedience due to the 
Civil Powers, a Duty frequently commanded in 
Scripture, but no where in Terms more ſignifi- 
cant; for Oi 5y4wre, either by it ſelf, or, as 'tis 
put no leſs than three times in this Chapter, with 
a Geaitive after it, does moſt properly ſignify Go- 
vernours, or thoſe that have the Rule over' us. 
*Tis indeed in two of the Places rendered in 


the Margin by Gaide, and being Guides, to ex- 


preſs either the Nature of the Rule here meant, 
or to diſclaim more effectually the uſurped Pow - 
ers of the Church of Rome, which of Right be- 
long ſolely to our Civil Governours: But what- 
ever be the Difference between Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil Power, nothing can be inferred to the Di- 
minution of the former from this Term, which 
is often uſed by the beſt Writers to expreſs Go- 
vernours, and thoſe not of the inferiour Sort, but 
ſuch in whom the * Authority is lod = 
n 
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And that it is taken in as large a Senſe in Scripture, 
we have many Inſtances in the Old Teſtament ; 
where the Tranilators have uſed it to expreſs 
Rulers of all Kinds, Kings, Princes, Judges, and 
Captains; as well as Heads of Tribes, Courſes 

and Houſes. And as the Style of the Apocryphal 
Books is of good Uſe for the Underſtanding that 


of the New Teſtament, it may not be improper 


to take Notice, that there alſo the Word fre- 
quently occurs in the Senſe of a Governaur ; 
and that in te Wiſdom of the Son of Sirach 


we have not only rySuerer net, but Syiuauzxrandes, 


xxxiii. 18, Hear me, O ye great men of the people, 
and hearkew ye rulers of the Congregation. But 
what is moſt to our Purpoſe to obſerve, is, that 
the ſame Word is uſed by our Saviour himſelf to 
his Diſciples, Lake xxii. 26. where, ſhewing the Dif. 
ference he would have between them and Civil 
Governours, he ſays, But je ſhall not be ſo : But he 
that is greateſt among you, let him be as the younger ; 
and he that is chief, as he that doth ſerve. kal 6 ih- 


pres, Je d Hardt. Where the Oppofition plainly 


ſhews, that 5 % , & is he that rules, and has 
the chief Authority. 4 

Nothing therefore can be drawn to the De- 
rogation of Church-Power, or Authority, from the 
Apoſtle's making uſe of this Term to expreſs Su- 
periours in the Church rather than any other. 
But if a Doubt could be made of the. Senſe of 
the Word taken by it ſelf, the other Words *tis 
joined with, put the Meaning of it here paſt dif- 
pute: Obey them and ſubmit your ſelves to them. To 
them indeed is not expreſſed, but is neceſſarily un- 
derſtood from the former Part of the Sentence, 


Obey 


(11) 

Obey them, and ſubmit your ſelves : To whom ? No 
doubt, to them. But to obey and ſubmit our 
ſelves to others as Matter of Duty, muſt be al- 
lowed to ſuppoſe thoſe others to be our Supe- 
riours, and to have a Right to our Obedience. 
Otherwiſe the Apoſtle's Precept would come to 
this, © J require you to obey thoſe. to whom you 
& owe no Obedience, and to ſubmit to thoſe to 
© whom no Submiſſion is due; whom I call in- 
* deed your Rulers, though they have no Au- 
© thority to rule over you; and your Guides, 
„ though you are perfectly at Liberty whether 
4 you will follow them or not; and have as 
« good a Right to lead them, as to be led by 
& them. The Direction and Authority they claim, 
ce is mere Uſurpation ; without any Foundation 
& in the Word of God, or the Inſtitution of Chriſt ; 
« yet ſuch Rulers, ſuch Guides I require you to 
% obey, and ſubmit your ſelves to”. At this 


Rate muſt Men make an inſpired Writer talk, 


if they will not allow Perſons to whom Obedi- 
ence is here required, to be properly Governours, 
inveſted with a real Authoriry from Chriſt to rule 
his Church. 

For the Word we render obey, is very juſtly 
ſo rendered, as appears by the Uſe of it in ſe- 
vera] other Places. Thus *tis- uſed twice toge- 
ther, Acts v. 36, 37. eve thoſe Days roſe up Theu- 
da. to whom 4 number of men, about four hun- 
dred, joined themſelves: Who was ſlain, and all, as 
many as obeyed him, were ſcattered, and broaght 
to nought, miles dont ineivoylo wry, After this Man 
roſe up Judas. 0e alſo periſhed, and all, even 
65 many 45 obeyed him, \neivirle any, were diſperſed. 
| B 2 : Wil 
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Will it be ſaid, that in«»70 in thefe Places does 
not properly ſignify obeyed, but ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be perſwaded by them ? Let us hear 
St. James iii. 3. Behold, we put bits in the horſes 
mouths; ſtrong Bits, not perſuaſive Arguments, 
but to what End? That they may obey us. de d 
rei aud yur, Nor is any thing more common 


than this Senſe of the Word in other Writers, 


and ſtill leſs Room is there, if poſſible, to diſ- 
pute the Meaning of the other Word, die, 
Which can ſignify nothing but to ſubmit or yield 
Obedience to another; but Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience on one Side, neceſſarily ſuppoſe Power 
and Authority on the other. This Text then is 
a full Declaration of Order and Government in 
the Church; and 'tis the Right of ſome, com- 


miſſioned thereto, to rule, govern and direct; 


and the Duty of others to be ruled, governed. 
and directed ; that is, to pay Obedience and Sub- 
miſſion to them; for that theſe Words relate to 
Church-Rulers and Guides, and the Submiſſion 
due to them, is too evident to be denied from 
the Deſcription given of them in the Words fol- 
lowing, for they watch for your Souls; which is 
the proper Character of Paſtors, whoſe immediate 


Buſineſs it is to take Care of the ſpiritual Wel- 


fare of thoſe committed to them. If any who 
diſlike a Term ſo expreſſive of Submiſſion as 
Ur xt, ſhall pretend, that becauſe *tis no where 
elſe found in the Scriptures, either of the Old 
or New Teſtament, it ought to be ſuſpected to 
be a Miſtake of the Copiſt, and that probabl 
the true reading is da,]; T anſwer, that TSP 
that be not improbable as a Conjecture, 5 it 
| as 


(13) 
has no Copy to ſupport it; and if it had, would 
do them no Service: Since no Term is ſo often 
uſed in Scripture to expreſs Obedience, as de] 
the Examples are ſo many as to make it need- 
leſs to mention any. Ne 

But the Point I am now maintaining, the 
Authority of Church-Governours, . depends not 
on a ſingle Text, as indeed I think no Point 
of any Conſequence can be ſuppoſed to do; it 
has the whole Tenour and Language of the 
Scriptures on its Side. All the Words implying 
Obedience are made uſe of to expreſs the Du- 
ty of the People to their ſpiritual Governours : 

rel dg we have here in the Text; vauxiew, Which 
St. Paul frequently uſes to expreſs Obedience to 
the Faith, to the Goſpel, to the Truth; is alſo 
made uſe of by him to ſignify the Obedience due 
to himſelf, as a Miniſter of that Goſpel, a Teacher 
of that Faith and Truth; thus, Phil. ii. 12. Where- 
fore my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, ue Ie 
Umxuon]s, not as in my preſence only, but now much 
more in my abſence. And 2 Theſſ. iii. 14. Fam man 
obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, ix vnaxies 76 A 
nuar, note that man, Another Word expreſſing 
SubjeQion is meg; and this both St. Peter 
and St. Paul uſe to expreſs the Subject's Duty to 
the Civil Magiſtrate, Rom. xiii. 1. and 1 Per. ii. 13. 
And the ſame Apoſtles have made Choice of the 
ſame Word in their Injunctions to the Brethren 
to obey the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. xvi. 16. 
and 1 Pet. v. 5. There is indeed one other Word 
to ſignify Obedience once uſed by St. Paul, Tit. 
iii. 1. and that is Tev*gx&y Which if it be not ap- 
plied to the Submiſſion to Church-Gover- 

nours, ſo neither could it in the full Import of 

| it j 
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himſelf. And when they act in Purſuance 


: KI 

it; it being a compound Word, which not onl 
denotes Obedience, but the Object alſo to whic 
tis due, the Civil Powers; for they are always 
meant by «ex? and dyev1« in the New Teſtament, 
unleſs when 2 of the inviſible Powers of 
the otfier World. After Words ſo fully expreſſing 
Obedience, *tis ſcarce worth obſerving to you the 
Reſpe& the People are ſuppoſed to have for thoſe 
who have this Rule over them; that they are 
required irrjuvs txew, to have them in Hononr as 
dear to them, Phil. ii. 29. and 1% ung dme. 
& au, to efteem them very highly in Love, 
1 Theſſ. v. 13. | 

And as the Peoples Duty to their Teachers 
and - ſpiritual Governours is thus ſignified by 
a Variety of Terms moſt expreſſive of Obedi- 
ence; ſo are thoſe to whom this Obedience is 
due, called by Names that plainly and undeni- 
ably carry in them Power and Authority ; ſuch 
as ny, ese e, menrt wer, mpaopdricgt, SE axgaot, 
es, %]; the three laſt of which are ap- 
plied alſo to our Saviour, and two of them by 


of their Office, they are ſaid e, muuairoy, 
in7%T64y, Namie, megyyincy,, Words all im lying 
Authority and Government ; but moſt of them 
Care and Diligence and Labour alſo on the Parr 
of thoſe entruſted with it. The Apoſtles indeed 
do often, or rather, generally uſe a Word that 
does not ſtrictly carry any Power in it, and that 
is <22xar, to beſeech, exhort, or adviſe. But 
this muſt be conſidered, as expreſſing the Great- 
neſs of their Modeſty, and the Gentleneſs of their 
Conduct, not the ſmall Extent of their Autho- 
rity ; which is not the Jeſs in it ſelf, or the leſs 
\ effectual 
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eſſectual for being exerted in - ſoft and gentle 


Words. When there was Occaſion, they knew 
how to change their Style, and ſpeak in other 
Terms; they ſhew they have a Right, . 
N ammuwuns, iyoger WP mans ia, vewler,; im- 
eu, Xen emmews, v ,um, nöd, wi dle, 
which laſt Expreſſion amounts to the moſt au- 
thoritative Prohibition. And St. Paul more than 
once ſpeaks of the Mena or Power Chriſt had 
iven him, of his coming with a Rod, of his de- 
ſigning df N 4 napwgon di mas, of his having in 
Readineſs n nicer ,t to revenge every 
Diſobedience. This Language St. Paul uſes, not 
only in ſupport of his own Authority, but in his 
Inſtructions to Timothy and Titus, whom he had 
ſet. over the Churches of Epheſus and Crete. 
Nay farther, St. Paul expreſly aſſerts to the 
Church a Power to jadge its Members, and re- 
proves the Corinthians for not having done it in 
the Caſe of the inceſtuous Perſon, x Cor. v. This 
indeed is ſtrongly denied by the Oppoſers of 
Church-Authority,; they tell us nothing here is 
meant, but what every private Man has a Right 
to do, nay cannot but do, take Notice of the Be- 
haviour of a diſorderly Brother, and judge him to 
be what he is. But what can be more trifling 
than ſuch an Explication, or more contrary td 
St. Paul's Meaning? He tells the Corinthians, that 
when he wrote to them, not to keep Company 
with Fornicators, he did not mean the Fornicas 
tors of the World, but thoſe among the Brethren 
that were ſo: That this was his Meaning; for 
that he had nothing to do to judge them that 
were without; the Church; thoſe he leaves _ 


[ 16 ] 
the Judgment of God; but for thoſe who were 
within, it was his and their Buſineſs to judge 
them, and to put away the wicked from among 
them. (a) For what have I to do, ſays he, to judge 
them alſo that are without? Do not ye judge them 
that are within? but them that are without, God 
Judgeth; Therefore, put away from among your ſelves 
that wicked perſon. 1 Cor. v. 12, 13. By judging, 
here 'is evidently meant ſuch 'an Authoritative 
Act, as they had no Right to exerciſe over thoſe 
who were without the Church; and as for thoſe 
that were within, it had in the laſt Reſort fo 
real an Effect, as toexcommunicate and put out 
from among them, the Perſons who deſerved to 
be ſo judged. And this was the higheſt Act of 
Authority Governours could exert, who had not 
the Power of the Sword, nor any Share in the 
Civil Judicature: Their Cenſures could go no 
farther, otherwiſe than as God was pleaſed to ſe- 
cond the juſt Cenſures of his Church, and the 
Prayers with which they were accompanied, with 
Judgments from himſelf; which ſeems indeed or- 
dinarily to have followed in a very viſible and 
ſenſible manner, upon. delivering an Offender to 
Satan in the firſt Ages. For as to the Expreſſion 
it (elf, I fee not but that it may properly ro- 
nounced upon any Perſon deſervedly cut off ras 
{hs H the 
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(a) If this Paſſage were pointed in the Original, as I cannot but 
think it ſhould, and, as it appears by Theop lack, it was in ſome 
Topies, it ſhould be tranſlated thus: For what? Have I any thing to 
d to; judge them alſo that are without * No, Fudge ye them that arg 
within, them that are without God judgeth, (or w1ll judge, for there 
are many Authorities for xp;y6) and take away the wicked one from 
among Jou: 


(17) 
the Body of Chriſt; he is no longer under the 
Guidance of the Holy. Spirit, and the inſtituted 
Means of Grace, but is delivered over to the Evil 
one, to ſuffer the Puniſhment due to his Sins, in 
ſuch Degree and Manner as God ſhall think fir. 
No body can think any of theſe Expreſſions 
carry the Authority of the Church too high, or 
that the Apoſtles claimed either for themſelves or 
thoſe ſent by them, greater Powers than belong- 
ed to them, who conſiders either their ſingular 
Humility and Piety, or the Commiſſion our Sa- 
viour gave them in the Power of the Keys, the 
Power of binding and looſing, and the Power of 
remitting and retaining Sins. The Diſputes about 
the preciſe Meaning of theſe Commiſſions are 
ſo many, that I cannot pretend at preſent ſo 
much as toenumerate them. I ſhall only obſerve, 
that the Power of the Keys, if we will allow the 
Scripture to be the beſt Interpreter of its own + 
Language, cannot but be ſuppoſed to imply a ve- 
ry great Commiſſion - and Authority: Since in 
Haiah xxii. 22. we find a Promiſe from God to 
make Eliakim firſt Miniſter under King Hezekiah, 
thus expreſſed, 1 will commit the government into 
his hand, and he ſhall be a Father to the houſe of Ju- 
dah ; and the Key of the Houſe of David nl! I /ay 
upon his ſhoulder : So he ſhall open and none ſhall 
ſlar, and he ſhall ſhut and none ſhall open. And in 
Alluſion, no doubt, to this Paſſage, the Power 
with which Chriſt upon his Reſurrection was in- 
veſted by the Father, is deſcribed under the ſame 
Image, Apoc. iii. 7. Theſe things faith he that is ho- 
ly, be that is true, he that hath the KEY OF DA- 
VID, he that openeth and no man ſbutteth, and pm 
. e SIA Ki 459 CD wi | feth 


(18) 


teth and no man openeth. And he that hath the 
KH of David, the ſame, Apoc. i. 18. is ſaid to have 
the Keys of Hel and Death. | SHA 
Now he that ſees the Supreme Power of Chriſt 
thus expreſſed by himſelf, will have Reaſon to 
think, no little Degree of Power is meant to be 
given to the Miniſters of Chrift, when given to 
them by himſelf under the ſame Figure. But take 
the Power of the Kyys in the loweſt Senſe that can 
be, it muſt at leaſt imply an Authority to admit 
Perſons into the Church by Baptiſm; and in order 
to that, a Power of judging of their Fitneſs for it, 
of giving them Inſtructions, and declaring the ne- 
ceſſary Conditions of it; and to keep out thoſe 
who are nat fit to be admitted; And it feems 
but a juſt and neceſſary Conſequence of ſuch a 
Power, to have Authority to put out of the 
Church ſuch Perſons, when admitted, who oughy 
not to have been admitted, had it been known 
what they would have proved, or ſuch as renounce 
the Conditions upon which they came into it. 
As to the Power of binding and /oofing, tis made 
a great Doubt, whether it relate to what is Ana- 
logous to Legiſlation or to Juriſdidtion; I ſay Anas 
logous, becauſe Legiſlation and Juri ſdictian are pro- 
perly Civil Terms. Thoſe who were no Friends 


to Church- Power themſelves, or wrote in Times 


and Places that did not favour it, have inclined to 
the firſt Senſe, and think our Saviour in theſe 
Words gave the Apoſtles a Power of (b) retain- 


. . 
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(b) His Chriſti verbis Is 'A oſtolis commilſim eft, dirigente Spi- 
pitu Sanfte, ut do Religiane rc quoad wfurn aut rejeQionets 
rituum & judiciorum Moſaicorum, id que vel in tempus, ve! in pers 
PL.yumy Lightf. in locum; * 2 * 8 n 1 . 


LED 


ing of aboliſhing ich Patts of the Jewiſh Law; 
as they ſhould think fit: And this Senſe has been 
preedily embraced by the late Writers againſt 
Church-Authority. But beſides (c) many other 
Reaſons againſt this Explication of the, Power 
given to St. Peter, and in him to the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, Matt. xyi the like Paſſage in Matt. xviii. 
is generally confeſſed to relate not to Things but 
Perſons ; and that is a og great Preſumption it 

2 does 


F 
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(ch if, The Binding and Looſing uſed by the Jewiſh Doctors, which 
js the whole Ground of this Explication, was 4 very different thing 
from what it is here brought to preve. For they did not aſſume to 
themſelves a Power to diſpenſe with, or to annul any thing that was 
clearly commanded by any Law of Moſes, but to explain the Senſe of 
them, and to decide the Queſtions that ſhould ariſe de licitis aut nor 
Gets in lege, which are Lightfoot's own Words, to determine what 
erſons, at what Times, in what, Circumſtances, to What Degree; 
and to what Actions, &*c. a Law obliged or did not oblige ; and up- 
on theſe Points the ir Doctors often differed, though all agreed in ac- 
knowledging the Authority and Force of the Laws. Now this cer- 
tainly is very different from a Power to abrogate the Laws them- 
ſelves, the Point here contended for. 5 Gott dy 
| zdly, Nothing can be more contrary to the whole Conduct of our 
Sayiout, while on Earth, than this Interpretation. He declared on all 
Occaſions, that he came not to defiroy the Law, but to fulfil it. He was 
very exact in ooarying himſelf, and obliging others to obſerve every 
the leaſt Command of it; and there was nothing he, avoided with 
tore Care, than to give a Jealouſy to the Jews that he had ſuch a4 
Deſign, as he is ſuppoſed to have declared to his Apoſiles in theſe 
Ords. 3 F 
zaly; The abrogating of the Ceremonial Part of the Jewiſh Law 
ſeems to have been one of the things which the Diſciples as yet were 
not able to bear, Foh. xvi. 12. And tis plain from ſeveral Places in the 
A&s, particularly xxi. 20. that they had not the leaſt 4 x rar 
of this being our Saviour's Meaning, neither when he ſpoke theſe 
Words, nor for ſeveral Years after his Death. is $ es 
Aby, The Truth is, that at laſt when the judicial and ceremonial 
Parts of the Law were to ceaſe; they rather expired of themſelves 
7 75 the Deſtruction of the City and Temple, which was a total 
Diffolurion of the Jewiſh Polity, than were abrogated by any Autho- 
ritative Declaration, or Act of the Apoltles. Nothing remained bu 
Synagogue-Worſhip, which being of human Inſtitution, did not wiki 
a divine Comndiſſion; eiclier to alter er put an Rnd 86 ff 
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does ſo in the other: And if that will be allowed to 
be of any Weight, the antient Writers of the Chri- 
ſtian Church do not appear to have ever underſtood 
it otherwiſe. And that the Words binding and looſing 
are capable of ſuch a Senſe in the Mouth of a ſew- 
iſh Writer, is evident from a very remarkable Paſ- 
ſage in (d) Joſephus, which indeed did not eſcape 
the Diligence of Mr. Seiden, but the Cauſe he was 
writing for led him quite beſides the true Mean- 
ing of it. But what greatly confirms this to be 
the Meaning of this Power here, as 'tis joined to 
that of the Keys, is, that we have much the ſame 
Image, though not juſt to the ſame Sence, Apoc. 
XX. 1, Where St. John ſays he, ſaw an Angel come 
down from heaven, having the Key of t he bottomleſs 
Pit, and agreat Chain in his Hand, As a Re re- 
prefents the Power of opening and ſhutting, ſo does 
a Chain that of binding and looſing: And he who 

| nas 


(4) Foſephus, I. 1. c. 4. de Bell. Fud. ſpeaking of the great Advan- 
tage the Phariſees made of the Piety of Queen 2 to whom 
her Husband upon his Death left the Government, ſays, they inſinu- 
ated themſelves ſo far into her Favour, and got that Aſcendant over 
her, that they engroſſed the whole Government in a manner to 
themſelves, and did what they would ; they could baniſh or recall 
from Baniſhment, imbriſon or ſet at Liberty whom they Would: And 
their Power did not ſtop here ; for a little lower he ſays, They could 
even put whom they would to Death, and no body's Lite was fafe 
from their Reſentments. His Words are theſe ; OI & # &TAoma © 
«vIgwns roars witely vmn3V(es 1d) 1, dont oY GAw ey vovTh, H- 
@XEYV TEX) name ev 8g EAoresy Which might have been 2 

enough expreſſed, by aſcribing to them the Power of the 55 
ATEIN 7 N AEIN. Kama q at wir dTAauoers Ths EadiAdas, 
£6500 fow, Te If evaruucrt x) of igprim Ths Anitdvdpag. 
And a little lower,44:4T& Jo ww ama 4:7), eaetouiord" duvTHhs- 
AIQKEIN, &c. Mr. Seiden following the Latin Verſion tranſlates 
thus Swmmovendo E&P dep.mendo quos vell-xt . intire ly miſtak ing the | 
Senſe of the Greek, ſolvendo item & ligands ; chen adds, quod de ar- 

bitraria eorum legis, juxta jam dicta, interpretation ſumi poteft» Which 
is ſo tender] relled, as plainly to ſhew, he was conſcious. he put a 
Force upon the Words; and was afraid of a ſum; vn pet 
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has Authority to deliver an Offender to Satan to 


be bound, that is, to be his Priſoner (e) and to be 
tormented by him, (for it was then the common 
Practice to put Priſoners into Chains, and give 
them corporal Puniſnment, whence Jailers are 
called Tormenters, Matt. xviii. 34.) is properly 
faid to bind that Perſon ; and to looſe him when 
the Sentence is taken off, and the Offender releaſed 
from the Power of the Evil one, and the Chains in 
which he held him. 

As to the Power of remitting and retaining Sins 
given to the Apoſtles, Joh. xx. 23. our Adverſaries 
themſelves acknowledge it to be a very great 


one in the obvious Senſe of the Words; elſe they 


would not be at ſo much Pains to look out for o- 
ther Meanings, and contend ſo warmly as they do, 
that it was ſomething appropriated to the Apoſtles. 
But there is no need for ſuch a Suppoſition; no- 
thing hinders but that the Power here given — 


— _ — Wy 2 


k & That the evil Spirits were the great Tormenters of Mankind, 
we have the Teſtimony of all the antient Church-Writers. Dæmo- 


- wes, irrepentes etiam corporibus occulte, ut Spiritus teuues, morbos 


Fu gunt, terrent mentes, membra diftorquent, ut ad cultum ſui cogant; 
ut nidore altarium, vel hoftiis pecudum faginati, REMISSIS 
OUZA-CONSTRINXERA NT, curaſſe videantur, Min. Fel. 
And Cyprian de Idol. Van. has almoſt the ſame Words. But 'tis 
certain the Apoſtles could bind and torment thoſe who bound 
and tormented others. And the ſame Power was for ſome Ages 
continued to the Church; as appears from the ſame Writers: 

tamen adjurati per Deum veram a nobis, 'ftatim cedunt, & faten- 


Car, & de obſeſſis corporibus exire coguntur ; videas illos naſtra voce 


& operatione Majeſtatis occulte, fiagris cædi, igne torreri, incremen- 
fo pcœnæ propagantis extendi, ejulare, gemere, deprecari- 
Et vel exiliunt ftatim, vel evaneſcunt gradatim, i" gee patiemtit 
adjuvat, aut gratia curantis aſpirat, Cypr. ibid. But it the Apoſtles 
had Power to bind the evil Spirits in this manuer, it is not to be 


imagined, that they could not as eaſily deliver up Offenders to be 
bound by them. 
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the Apoſtles, which differs, I think, in nothing but 
Expreſſion from the former, might be equally 
given to their remoteſt Succeſſors, acting in the 
Name of Chriſt and within the Rules of their 
Duty: Only with this Difference, that they were 
enabled to prove to an unbelieving World, the 
Validity of the Commiſſion they pretended to, by 
external and ſenſible Effects, by the Power they 
had of Releaſing thoſe whom Satan had bound, 
from their Infirmities ; and of Continuing on o- 
thers the Infirmities they were under, and Inflicting 
new ones, even Death it ſelf, where the Sin of the 
Offender, and the Service of the Goſpel made it 
neceſſary. Which extraordinary Power ſeems not 
to have ended with the Apoſtles, but to have ſub- 
ſiſted for ſome Time together with the other mi- 
raculous Gifts, which did not ceaſe, till Thin 
were come to that Maturity, that the Diſpenſa- 
tion of the Goſpel did no longer want them. But 
whatever the Words of this Commiſſion preciſely 
mean, as ſpoken to the Apoſtles, 'tis eaſy to ſee 
what they do not mean; *ris eafy to fee they do 
not give the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, who have 
not the Gift of diſcerning the Secrets of Mens 
Hearts, a Power of remitting or retaining the Sins 
of this or that individual Perſon abſolutely. This 
is a Power no Church, not even that of Rome, ever 
claimed; all Sides have conſeſſed their Abſolutions 
to be valid only conditionally, clave non errante; 
that is, upon a Suppoſition only of true Repen- 
tance: So that the Oppoſers of abſolute Abſolu- 
tions, oppoſe a Phantom of their own, When 
therefore we ſee Men of Senfe combating in ear- 
neſt what never was maintained; one * 
ts ©. 03 nan \:.50 28 08 bigt | p 
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help ſuſpecting, in Compliment to their Under- 
ſtanding, that they have ſome other Meaning, and 
fight againſt the Shadow of what is not maintain- 
ed, to oppoſe more effectually what is. 

But to proceed, If there be in Scripture fo plain 
a Diſtinction of Superiours and Inferiours, of the 
Brethren and thoſe who have the Rule over them, 
as J have been contending for; thoſe who are re- 
ſolved to diſpute the Ground Inch by Inch, will 
hope ſtill effectually to puzzle the Cauſe, by de- 
manding a Specification of the Powers claimed, 
who are the Perſons inveſted with them, and 
what degree of Submiſſion and Obedience is due 
to them. I anſwer, as to the Perſons, they are the 
NPEZBYTEPOI, not taken ſingly, which leads to 
the wild Scheme of the Independents ; a Scheme, one 
would think, invented on Purpoſe to make Chriſti- 
anity appear ridiculous ; but acting together, that 
is, the aysofvrevr, 1 Tim. iv. 14. the * Confeſſus Ordi- 
nis, the Eccleſiaſtical Conſiſtory or Senate with 
their Biſbop at their Head, who, with the Presbyte- 
ry, ſeems to be the ANGEL of the Church, in the 
ii. and iii. of the Apoc. for Presbyters acting without 
a Biſbop to preſide over them, is a new Notion, 
unknown to all Antiquity, from the firſt 8 ttle- 
ment of the Chriſtian Church quite down to the 
Reformation. Theſe are the i944, or Rulers, 
as is plain from Scripture, which knows no ſuch 
thing as a ſingle, independent Presbyter, but 
ſpeaks of them always in the ePlural Number, 
As the Presbyters of mo. Acts xi. xv. xxi. of 
Epheſus, Acts xx. of the Church, James v. Presby- 


ters ordained in every Church, Acts xiv. and in 
8 a | D 2 CEC, every 


2 Tertyll, Exh. Cat c. 7. 


( 


every City, Tit. i. And the ſame is meant by the 
ZBiſhops of Philippi, Phil. i. 1. (J). 
And as to their Powers, what they are; if this 

U could not be diſtinctly ſhewn- from Scripture, no 
more can we know from thence what Powers be- 
long to our Civil Governours; and yet it will be 
allowed by all, that Obedience to them is com- 
manded in the ſtrongeſt Terms. The Powers in 
one Caſe, though the Scriptures were ſilent, might 
in general be deduced from the Nature of their 
Office and the End of their Inſtitution, as certain- 
ly as in the other. And let me add, that it con- 
cerns thoſe who are to obey, whether in Spiritual 
or in Civil Matters, to inform themſelves of their 
Duty, and conſequently of the Extent of the Au- 
thority of thoſe ſet over them, leſt they bring on 
themſelves the Guilt and Puniſhment of Diſobe- 
dience, by refuſing, through a culpable Ignorance, 
either to God or Cæſar, what is due to them. 

But to give a more direct Anſwer; the Powers 
of Church-Governours may, without much Diffi- 
culty, be drawn from Scripture, and conſequently 
the Nature and Degree of the Obedience due to- 
them ; partly from the Commiſſions given by our 
Saviour, partly from the Powers exerciſed by the 
Apoſtles in planting and governing Churches, and 
the Inſtructions given to thoſe ſent by them; part- 


ly 
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() Agreeably heret o we find in the moſt valuable Piece of An- 
tiquity, next the Scriptures, Clements Epiſtle to the Corinthians, J. 47. 
PTE Lee JA, ae, di &y i u b e gude meds 165 
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whole Epiſtle. And who knows not Tertullian s Præſident probati qui- 
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ly from the Words denoting the ſeveral Ads of the 
Authority they uſed ; and partly from thoſe that 
expreſs the Submiſſion due to them. Whoever con- 
fidets and compares theſe together, will not eaſil 
aſorihe to the Governours of the Church a Power 
that does not belong to them, or deny any that does. 
A ſecond Way of knowing the Powers of 
Church-Governours, and, I take Leave to ſay, a 
very proper and neceſſary one; is the Practice of 
the Church in the firſt and pureſt Ages of it : For 
though the Scripture be a perfect Rule of Faith, 
he muſt never have looked into it, who is capable 
of thinking it a perfect Rule of Worſhip, I mean 
external Worſhip, and Diſcipline. © But be that 
will take in the Writings of the Primitive Church, 
as a Supplement to Scripture in rheſe Points, can- 
not he at a Loſs to know what are the Powers 
of Church-Governours, or what the Obedience 
due to them. u eee 4 23 0 8 
A third way of determining in this Controverſy, 
is to be taken from the Nature of Society; for as 
the Church is a Society, whatever is eſſential to 
Soclety, muſt be ſo to the Church. To judge fairly 
of this, we muſt go back to the Beginnings of 
the Church, and conſider it in its firſt Formation, 
and during thoſe Ages in which it ſubſiſted by it 
ſelf, deſtitute of all Support and Protection from 
the Civil Powers. This Way of deducing Church- 
Power is, I confeſs, nicer, and requires more Cau- 
tion than the other two, and ſhould always be 
conſidered jointly with them. Otherwiſe we ſhall 
be apt too forwardly to conclude; that the Church 
in Fact has ſuch or ſuch a Power, becauſe 'tis in 
our Opinion-cotivenicat it ſhould ;j- and that will 


lead 


y 
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Nature of Society. 
ſed by the Impugners of Church-Authority, and 
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lead us to all the Uſurpations of the Papacy: for 
if Convenience givesa Right, aPlenitude of Power, 
a Right not only to meddle in Spirituals, but-in all 
others Matters in ordine ad Spiritualia, Infallibility 
and Perſecution will ſoon be thought not only con- 


venient but neceſſary Claims, and that to the beſt of 


Purpoſes, to preſerve Unity and root out Hereſy. 


If it be objected againſt this Way of deducing 


Church-Powers, that the State's becoming Chri- 
ſtian has made ſo great an Alteration in the 


Church, as to its external Condition, that it can- 


not juſtly be inferred, that every thing that was 
neceſſary ſor the Church before, is equally and in 
the ſame Degree neceſſary ſtill; I anſwer, That 
this Objection does not prove that the ſame Degree 
of Authority and Power is not ſtill neceſſary ſor 
the well governing of the Church; but only that 
it is not neceſſary that this Power ſhould in may 


Part of it be ſtil] kept in the fame Hands. Wi 


theſe-Cautions, and under theſe Reſerves, we may 


very juſtly argue in behalf of the Church from the 


I know this Way of arguing is violently oppo- 


that from theſe two Conliderations chiefly ; one, 
that the Kingdom of Chriſt is not of this World; 
and the other, that the Church is therefore an in- 


viſible Society, and that Arguments from a viſt 


ble Society, Will not hold to one that is inviſible, 
But I beg Leave to ſay, that the firſt, though it 


has been made the Corner-Stone of the new 


Scheme, is in Truth nothing to the Purpoſe 5 and 
in the ſecond, in a Queſtion about the Power of the 
Miniſtry, is a-mere Fiction. Firſt I ſay, that the 
122 41 Kingdom 


hai 


— ae .- os amo £m ea os a. X20 ebay oo ,c ws 


(27 9 


Kingdom of Chriſt, which John xviii. 36. is ſaid 
for not to be of this World, is not the Church, as is 
er, | moſt evident from the Context: in which our Sa- 
all ¶ viour is accuſed to the Roman Governour, as ſet- 
ity ting up to be King of the Jews to the Prejudice of 
on- Tiberius; our Saviour who came into the World to 
t of N bear witneſs to the Truth, could not but own what 
vas true; but adds, that his Kingdom was ſuch 
ing Fan one as need give the Emperour no Uneaſineſs; 
Wt- that it was not of this World; and therefore his 
the | Servants uſed no Force to hinder his being deliver- 
am Fed to the Jews, much leſs to diſturb his Govern- 
vas ment. This is the Senſe of our Saviour's Anſwer ; 
in but what is this to the Church? But it is not in 
hat this Place only, that Xingdom does not mean the 
ree Church; I will add, nor in any other Place of 
Scripture. The contrary, I am ſenſible, is grown 
to be a very common Opinion, but I will venture 
to affirm it to be without ſufficient Grounds. I 
cannot enter into the particular Proofs of this here. 
It may be ſufficient to obſerve at preſent; 1/f, 
That if Church be put into the Place of Ming dom, 
it will hardly ever make tolerable Senſe; and 
when it ſeems to do fo, the Expreſſion is Ellipti- 
cal, and the Goſpel of the Kingdom, or the Preach- 
ing, or ſome other like Words, are underftood, 
as any one will ſee who conſiders only the xiii. ch. 
of St. Matthew; where, to a careful Reader, ſuch 
Supplementary Words will appear abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to make out the Analogy between the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, and the many things it is 
compared with in that Chapter. 244%, If gan- 
ae ſignifies the Church, *tis the 2x35 & Ganadiiudver, 
the People governed by Chriſt ; whereas in the 
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Goſpel it means the Regal Dignity and PoWer of 
Chriſt, and the Majeſty with which he will come 
to judge the World ; or the Glory and Happineſs 
attending 1t, which, in certain Proportions and De- 
grees, will at the laſt Day be communicated by 
him to thoſe who ſhall be then received into the 
Heavenly Manſions, as the-Reward of their Faith 
and Love, while Members of his Myſtical Body, 
the Church here on Earth. This is the Kingdom; 
and the Church is the Number of the Faithful, pro- 
felling to live in Expectation of it, and daily pray- 
ing for its coming. 

And as to that other Pretence, the Inviſtbility 
of the Church, *tis a mere Fiction; the Church as 
ſpoken of in Scripture, is either a particular viſi. 
ble Society, or the Collection of them, conſider'd 
as all making one Body. The Church is inviſible 
only by Abſtraction, and as ſuch, has no Exiſtence 
but in the Mind of him that ſo thinks of it. Nor 
are the Members of the Church otherwiſe inviſi- 
ble, than as God alone, who only knows the Hearts 
of Men, can certainly diſtinguiſh between the ſin- 
cere Profeſſor and the FHhpocrite, The Paſſage of 
Scripture, that is with moſt Colour alledged for the 
Inviſibility of the Church, is in the v. of Epheſians, 
where Men are commanded to love their wives 
as Chriſt loved the Church, and gave himſelf for it, that 
he might ſanttify and cleanſe it, and PRESENT it 
to himſelf a glorious Church. that it ſhould be HOLY 
and WITHOUT BLEMISH. And becauſe no vi- 
ſible Church has come up to this Character, tis 
concluded, it muſt be meant of the Church inviſi- 
ble, But they who argue thus, ſeem not to conſider, i 
that the Scripture repreſents the Church and its 
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Members, not what they are, but what they ſhould 
be: from whence the Brethren are conſtantly 
called 4, Saints, in Oppoſition to the reſt of 
the World ; becauſe fuch they ſhould be, ſuch 
they promiſed to be at their Baptiſm, when they 
ſolemnly renounced the World and all its Luſts. 
But are the Brethren all in fact ſuch ? Or were 
they ever ſo? Even of the Twelve which our 
Saviour himſelf choſe, had not one of them a 
Devil? What Compellations does St. Paul give 
to the Churches he writes to; particularly to 
the Church of Corinth in thoſe very Epiſtles, 
wherein he finds ſo much Fault with them, and 
ſo ſeverely reproves them for the many Diſorders 
they were guilty: of? The viſible Churches of 
Rome, Corinth, Epheſus, Philipi, and other Places, 
did not by any Means come up to the Expreſ- 
ſions with which he addreſſes his Epiſtles to them; 


will it therefore be ſaid he wrote to the inviſible 


Churches of thoſe Places ? The Abſurdities of ſuch 
a Notion will, T dare ſay, be allowed to be but 
too viſible. But what puts the Senſe of this Paſ- 
ſage in the Epheſians out of doubt, is a parallel 
Place in the Coloſſians, which deſerves the more 
to be attended to, becauſe theſe Epiſtles were 
written both at the ſame time, and are fo alike, 
that one is an Epitome as it were of the other ; 


Col. i. 21. the Apoſtle has theſe Words, Jou that 


were ſometimes alienated - hath he reconciled in the 
Body of his Fleſh through Death, to PRESENT you 
HOLY and UNBLAMEABLE, and unreprove- 
able in his Sight. The fame Words in the Ori 2 
nal, with the Addition of anreproveable, as in the 
Epheſians, And we may with as good n 
* | clude, 
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clude, he fpeaks here to inviſible Diſciples, as there 
of an inviſible Church. But fee what follows, 
diy ie,, if fo be ye continue in the Faith, 

rounded and ſettled, and be not moved away from 
the Hope of the Goſpel, which ye have heard; which 
Words plainly ſhew, that theſe Deſcriptions St. 
Paul gives of the Church are Repreſentations of 
what it ſhould be, and what God has done his 
Part to make it; not Proots, that it actually is, 
or ever was fo perfect, or indeed can be, unleſs 
the Members of the Church on their Part con- 


cur and co-operate with the Grace of God, nor 


any farther than they do ſo. 

The Church therefore is a viſible Society, and 
as ſuch, it neceſſarily ſuppoſes Government and 
Subordination of ſome Parts to others, ſince a 
Multitude where there is no {ſuch Order, deſerves 
any Name rather than that of a Society ; much 
leſs can it be worthy to be called the Church of 
Goa, as in Scripture it generally is; for as the 
Apoſtle obſerves, x Cor. xiv. 33. God is not the 
Author of Confuſion : If it be ſaid, that the Church 


Catholick is ſuch a Society, where there is no 


Subordination of the Parts to one another, I 
anſwer, that particular Churches are in Nature 
and Time prior to the Church Catholick ; that 
the true Notion of a Church, as a Society, is to. 
be fetched from them; and that the Church Ca- 
tholick is nothing but the Aggregate or Com- 


plex of particular Churches, all ſpreading from 


the ſame Root, kene the ſame Faith, and 
united under the ſame Head. But if the Church 
be a Society, and as ſuch, muſt have Govern- 
ment in it; whatever is neceſſary to be done ta 

A : preſerve 
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preſerve this Society, and to purſue the true Ends 
of it, the Governours of it, either by themſelves 
or with the Aſſiſtance of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
muſt-have a Right todo. And from hence the or- 
dering of: the publick Worſhip, while unſupported 
by the State, muſt be in them, and whatever is ne- 
ceſſary to the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, to keep the 
Members of the'Church to the Duties incumbent 
on them, as ſuch ; and to cenſure Offenders whe- 
ther in Faith or Manners ; upon whom if they 
may inflict the laſt Puniſhment, Excommunica- 
tion, all leſſer Degrees of Cenſure muſt needs be 
included in the ſame Power. And when Offenders 
are juſtly cut off from the Church, they have 
Reaſon to think themſelves, while they continue 
ſuch, cut off alſo from the Favour of God. Since 
the Goſpel of Chriſt knows no Salvation out of 
the Church of Chriſt. .. EY is 


But the Adverfaries we have to do with, will 


perhaps allow there is ſomewhere a proper Au- 
thority lodged to appoint: Rules of Church- Diſ- 
Cipline, and to ſettle . a Method of publick Wor- 
ſhip; but they will not allow a Power in any 
to oblige the Members to conform to it ; ſince 
the Doctrine contained in the Forms of Worſhip 
may be falſe, and the Conſcience ought not to 
be forced, and no one can have a Right to im- 
poſe Articles of: Faith upon another, but all muſt 
judge for themſelves. The Queſtion then upon 
this will be, what Authority the Governours of 
the Church have in Matters of Faith; or fince 

the Scripture is acknowledged to be the Rule 
of Faith, what: Authority they have to interprer 
Scripture; our Adverſaties deny they have _ 
ng OW 
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ſame commit thou to faithful men, who fb 
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Now to reſolve this Queſtion rightly, we muſt 
again have Recourſe to the Beginnings 'of the 
Church, and ſee how* this Matter ſtood then. 
And here I am willing to own, that the Mi- 
niſters or Governours of the Church in the firſt 
Times, even the Apoſtles themſelves, as' to Mat- 
ters of Faith and Doctrine, had no Authority 
but that of Witneſſes; they delivered nothing 
but what they declared they received, and in pur- 
ſuance of their Commiſſion, Mat. xxviii. 20. taught 
what they were commanded; and they were en- 
abled to give ſuch: Proofs of their Veracity, as 
made it fit, that an entire Credit ſhould be given 
to them; and there was à Neceſſity it ſhould 
be ſo, the Books of the New Teſtament not be- 
ing then written, by which their Doctrines could 
be tried. And as the Apoſtles received what 
they taught, ſo they committed the ſame Do- 
Urine to others, to be 2 preſerved and 
taught, and delivered down to thoſe who were 
to aſſiſt or ſucceed them in the Miniſtry. Thus 
St. Paul to Timothy, 2 Tim, ii. 2. The things thar 
thou haſt heard of me among many Mitue Kare 
| be able 
tu teach others alſo. It was from heace the Teachers 
of the Word derived the Authority they had as 
ſuch: They propoſed nothing to be believed or 
done as neceſſary, but what they had received. 
Nor did the Apoſtles only and their Succeſſors, 


and thoſe commiſſioned by them, ground the 


Truth of what they taught on this, that it was 
delivered to them: The Belief and Submiſſion 
required to what was taught. immediately by 
Chriſt himſelf and the Holy-Spirit, are required 
OI = 
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( 33 ) 
bn the ſame Account; that they alſo taught 
what they received. Thus our Saviour, Johz 
vii. My Doctrine is not mine, but his that ſent 
me, And in the xiith Chapter, I have not ſpo- 
ken of my ſelf, but the Father which ſent me, he 
gave me a Commandment, what I ſhould ſay, 
and what I ſhoald ſpeak. And Chapter the xivth, 
The word which you hear is not mine, but the Father's 
which ſent me. And in the xvii-h Chapter, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf in Prayer to the Father, he faith, 
T have given to them the Words which thou gaveſt 
me, and they have received them. And of the 
Holy Ghoſt, he ſpeaks thus, Chap. xvi. 13. When 
the Spirit of Trauth is come, he will guide you into all 
Truth; for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf, but whatſoever 
he ſhall hear, that ſhall ha ſpeak. So that the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel ultimately terminates in God him- 
ſelf, as the ſole Author of it; and from thence 
*tis ſo often called his Word; and for the ſame 
Reaſon, he that deſpiſeth thoſe ſent by Chriſt, 
are juſtly ſaid to deſpiſe, not him only, but the 
Father alſo. As he ſays himſelf to the Seventy, 
Luke x. 16. He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me ; and 
he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. 

Now the Doctrine thus delivered down is the 
EUxaivzcz Jidzorgnle, the wn: J, the mars u 
Vr Ye, the vin ma; ryrayir]or Aigor, the ſound Do- 
ctrine, the Form of Doctrine, the faithful Word, 
the form of ſound Words, Expreſſions uſed by St. 
Paul, not to denote a preciſe Form of Words, a 
ſhort Baptiſmal Creed, as ſome have. imagined ; 
but the Sum and Subſtance of what it was ne- 
ceſſary for them to know and teach, For the per- 
fecting of the Saints, jor. the work of the miniſtry, 
| | of 


—— _—_— — 


5 a * a 
— 2 — - * * 
- o -- — , ” — - — « - 
—F - = i: . 2 3 * oy — 2 — * 7 -* — 2 — — = * 
- 22 922 4 ” 1 7 £ * 4 
— —— — — 2 — ” ” —_— ——— X TXT; — - PR 
b F W—— S <4 2 — — 292. Ge - „ * i” - - — 
22 — — —=_z —_— — ” — — — - — — —JVꝓ—w— 49m — - 
- — — — — — — — - - — — - - - = —— mn 


— — 
— 
—_— I 

— 


—— — en von 


3 * 
+ > N 
— 5 % *% 
— — — , 
* 
— — — 
= — — - — — 
— _ _— — - 6 — — 


* 2 * 2 2 
8 
— 


—— 


a 7 rr 
2 2 SEE ͤ =" 
—_— x EET 
= =. MECCA Z'5S — 


— 


(340 

for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, This ſacred 
Depoſitum the Succeſſours of the Apoſtles in the 
firſt Ages were careful to preſerve with the greateſt 
Exactneſs and Fidelity. Twas for this Irenens 
and Tertullian recur ſo often to the Succeſſion of 
Biſhops in the Apoſtolical Churches; it was to 
prove the Succeſſion of the Doctrine they taught, 
in Oppoſition to the Hereticks they Wrote againſt, 
whoſe Doctrines could not in like Manner be 
traced up to any of the Apoſtles; and conſe- 
quently, if contrary to what was fo delivered, 
muſt be falſe; and if not falſe, yet they were 
novel, and for that reaſon could not be ne- 
ceſſary. And happy had it been for the Chri- 
ſtian Church, if its Governours in Matters of Faith 
could have continued to act only the Part of 
faithful Witneſſes ; and the Faith once delivered 
ro the Saints had been thus preſerved free from 
all Mixtures or Additions. But this was rather to 
be wiſhed than hoped ; the Nature of things will 
not permit Doctrines to be long preſerved pure 
and uncorrupt in the way of oral Tradition, which 
after *tis carried to ſome Diſtance from the Foun- 
tain-head, inſenſibly corrupts in humane Hands, 
through Weakneſs rather than Defign. And if 
oral Tradition could have preſerved the Faith in- 
tire, yet who can ſay, it would have been ſuf⸗ 
ficient for the Maintenance either of the Peace 
of the Church, or the Purity of the Faith, to have 
condemned the Inventions of Hereticks, as dange- 
rous Innovations, without inventing themſelves 
new Teſts, as Preſervatives againſt them ? 

What Tradition could not do, could be ſupplied 
only by a written Rule, by the Books that _ 
Vo pole 
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poſe the New Teſtament, which are allowed to 
have been written by Apoſtles or Apoſtolical Men ; 
Men who were either Eye-Witneſfles themſelves 
of what they wrote, or converſed with thoſe that 
were ſo; Men under the Guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, which was given to the Church to lead 
the Teachers of it into all Truth ; ſuch were the 


Writers of thoſe ſacred Books, which were re- 


ceived by the Churches of Chriſt, and acknow- 
ledged not only to be true, but to be the Word 


of God, while the Tradition of the Faith was yet 


pure and uncorrupt, 

But if theſe be received as the Rule of our 
Faith, *tis certain *tis not the Sound of the Words 
is ſo, but the Senſe of them. But how is this 
to be certainly known ? And who has a Right 
to interpret Scripture with that Authority, that 
his Interpretations ought to be ſubmitted to? 
When we conſider the Diviſions there are among 
thoſe who agree in acknowledging the Scripture 
for their Rule, this ſeems to be a very hard Que- 
ſtion; and yet upon an impartial View, the Diffi- 
culty appears to be more in themſelves than in the 
Nature of the Thing. For firſt, 'tis only thoſe 
Parts of Scripture which relate to Matters of 
Faith, that we want to know the true Senſe of 
in this Queſtion, where 'tis conſidered as a Rule 
of Faith. If therefore we are miſtaken in the 
Senſe of other Parts, our Faith is nevertheleſs ſafe ; 
but theſe are vaſtly the greater Number ; and the 
others in Compariſon very few. Now of theſe 
allo 'tis allowed on all Sides, that many are plain 
and eaſy to the meaneſt Underſtanding : Of the 
reſt, which are more difficult, the Senſe of them 
2 a; E 2 either 
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(36) 
either can certainly be determined by the Rules 
of Conſtruction, the Uſe of Words, and the Ap- 
plication of thoſe other Helps, by which we are 
enabled to find out the Senſe of other Writings, 
or it cannot. If it can, from the Time that the 
Senſe of a difficult Place is fully proved and fixed 
by learned Men, and univerſally allowed by ſuch, 
tis then no longer to be put into the Number of 
Places that are difficult, and may with as much 
Safety and Certainty be argued from, as any 
other Place of Scripture the moſt eaſy: But if 
the Place be ſo obſcure, and the Words ſo am- 
biguous, that the Senſe of it cannot be determi- 
ned with any Certainty; the various Senſes tis 
capable of, either are agreeable to other plain 


Places of Scripture, or not. If they are agree- 


able to ſuch, there is no Inconvenience in ſo un- 
derſtanding them; if they are not, nothing as 


neceſſary to be believed, ought to be deduced 


from them: And in either Caſe, ſuch Paſſages, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, are of no Uſe to the forming a 
Summary of Faith in the Judgment of the Re- 
formed Churches at leaſt, who, as they acknow- 
ledge the Scriptures for a perfect Rule, ſo they 
agree in declaring, that every thing neceſſary to 
Salvation is plainly and expreſly contained in 
them, or is very clearly deducible from them. 
And were the Reformed Churches true to this 
Principle, there would be little Occafion to diſpute 
about the Right of interpreting. 
But if even ſuch difficult Paſſages muſt be 
brought into Controverſies of Faith, the Senſe of 
which cannot otherwiſe be determined, we have 
a ſale way of interpreting them, if we conſe the 
| - ; : FLY 


Ea 


Primitive Writers of the Church, and ſee what 
Senſe they took them in: For though they are 
not infallible Interpreters, they are no ill Guides ; 


and if the Senſe they put on a Place be not the 


true one, *tis at leaſt a good one, ſince they give 
it in Defence and Explication of the Common 
Faith, not to ſupport novel and peculiar Tenets 
of their own : So that we learn from them ar 
leaſt the Faith of the Church, if not the literal 
Senſe of the Place. But this Deference to their 
Interpretation I claim only with theſe two Limita- 
tions; firſt, That it is with Reſpect to ſome Ar- 
ticle of Faith; And ſecondly, That the Senſe of 
the Place cannot otherwiſe be fixed : For if it can, 
could all the Fathers be ſuppoſed to agree in a 
different Senſe, it would be of no Weight. And 
thus much, I preſume, will be allowed to the 
antient Writers of the Church by all, but thoſe 
who contemn what they have never read, and 
therefore expreſs ſo much Contempt, to excuſe 
their Ignorance. l 

But to return to the Queſtion, Who ſhall inter- 
pret? Tanſwer, not a ſingle Paſtor by his mere 
Authority, but in every Church the Governours 
of it, aſſiſted by the beſt Lights they can get, and 


with a particular Regard to the Senſe of the 


primitive Church where it can be had. Theſe 
muſt have a Right to interpret, ſo far as is ne- 
ceſſary to appoint certain Forms of ſound Words, 
for the Admiſſion of Members into the Church, 
or for the Inſtruction of Catechumens, or the Di- 
rection of Teachers, or for the profeſſing the 
true Faith in the publick Worſhip, and the like 
Caſes, But are they obliged to ſubmit 9 
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(38) | 

Summaries or Profeſſions of Faith, who thin 
fomething to be profeſſed in them that is not 
true? I anſwer, that wiſe and good Governours 
will bring nothing into them thar has not'a good 
Foundation both 1n Scripture and Antiquity, And 
that we ought to prefume ſo of our Governours 
till we know the contrary, and ſhould not with- 
out the greateſt Modeſty and Diſtruſt of our ſelves, 
cenſure their Doctrine as erroneous ; much leſs 
form a Schiſm, and diſſent in important Points 
of Faith: For cauſeleſs Schiſms are heinous Sins, 
and there are capital Errours in Faith, as well 
as unpardonable Irregularities in Life; accord- 
ingly we ſee St. Paul delivered to Satan not only 
the inceſtuous Corinthian, but Fhmenaus and A4. 
lexander alſo, whoſe Crime was that they ſubverted 
the Faith by denying the Reſurrection, 1 Tim. 
1. 20. But if the Caſe ſhould be ſo, that the Go- 
vernours of the Church ſhould either decree: falſe 
Doctrine, or ſuch as is juſtly and for good Rea- 
ſons to be ſuſpected, they then abuſe and exceed 
their Commiſhon; and 'tis commendable and 
our Duty, or 'lawful at leaſt, not to conform to 
them. 712% n 78 | 
But it may happen that the Governours are 
in the right in what they have appointed; but 
ſome of their Flock are ſtrongly perſuaded they 
are not; muſt they conform againſt their Perſua- 


ſion? No. Will their Perſuaſion juſtify their Non- 


conforming ? No, nor excuſe it neither, unleſs it 
be ſincere ; and no Perſuaſion is ſincere in ſuch 
a Senſe as will excuſe a Separation, that is not 
the Reſult of à fair and due Examination, and 
the uſe of all proper Means. And I think I may 
4.7 without 


(39) 


without Breach of Charity ſuppoſe, that the Per- 
ſuaſions of the ſeveral Sefts that diſſent from the 
eſtabliſhed Church, are not thus ſincere ; though, 
if T am not greatly miſtaken, it has been to ex- 
cuſe or rather juſtify their groundleſs Diſſentions, 
that ſo much Weight has by ſome Writers been 
laid upon Sincerity, as if it were not only a ne- 
ceſſary Qualification of other Duties, but would 
be accepted by God in lieu of them. 

The Reſult then of the Caſe is this; thoſe who 
have Authority, or rather whoſe * Duty it is to 
watch over the Faith, and appoint publick Forms, 


| which are always ſuppoſed to be agreeable to 


Scripture, have a Right to interpret Scripture in 

order to the compoſing of ſuch Forms; and if 

there be not great Reaſon to think they are mi- 

ſtaken, tis the People's Duty to ſubmit to them; 

except there be in any an invincible Perſuaſion 

to the contrary; which can hardly ever be = 
--- 


— — 8 


— — 


* It may perhaps be of Service to obſerve to ſuch Enemies 
of Church Power, as are otherwiſe Friends to Virtue and Reli- 
gion, how much they are miſtaken, when they think it claims to 
the Miniſters of Chriſt a Power to act arbitrarily and at Pleaſure, 
and by their own Authority, in their diſpenſing the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel, and their Application of Church-Cenſures, in which 
View 'tis no Wonder they are no Friends to it: Whereas in 
Truth every Part of this Notion is pure Miſtake. The Miniſters 
of Chriſt can do nothing, as ſuch, in their own Name, bur in his, 
nor at their own Pleaſure, but as he has willed and commanded 
they ſhould do; ſo that every A& of Power in them is really an 
AQ of Duty: And they are either wanting in their Duty or offend 
againſt it, whenever they do not on proper Occaſions execute the 
Powers committed to them, or aft in the Execution of them other- 
wiſe than their Commiſſion dire&s they ſhould. They who will 
fairly conſider Church-Fower in this View, which is the only true 
one, will ſee how widely it differs from Civil Power, and wal find 
nothing in it that can juſtly give Offence. 
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(49) 
Caſe where Governours keep within their pro- 
per Bounds. For if what they teach or decree, 
be true,. it cannot be very difficult to prove it 
ſo to ſuch as ſhall in their Doubts apply to them 
for Satis faction; for what is of ſuch a Nature, as 
cannot be proved to he true to a reaſonable Man, 
no Body, I believe, will ſay, ought to be en- 
oined. 

g This I ſay as to Matters of Faith, about 
which there are the moſt Scruples, and where 
*is confeſſed Governours are ſtrictly obliged to 
adhere to Scripture. As to Matters of external 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, there, as I intimated be- 
fore, Governours have a greater Latitude, A di- 
vine Revelation is not neceſſary for the Appoint- 
ment of all tne Parts of them. *Tis plain St. 
Paul himſelf in ſome of the Directions he gives, 
grounds them not upon any Command of the 
Lord, but upon the Cuſtom of the Church; 
1 Cor. xi. 16. But if any man ſeem to be contentious, 
we have no ſuch cuſtom, neither the Charches of God, 
And 'tis demonſtrable the Scripture is not a 
perfect Rule in theſe Caſes from the ſame Chapter, 
which the Apoſtle concludes with theſe Words, 
The reſt will I ſet in order when I come, mount 
Siam goa. Some things therefore wanted to be 
ſet in order, about which there are no written 
Directions. So again, Tit. i. 5. For this _- 

left I thee im Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order 


the things that are wanting. In theſe Points there- 
fore Governours are at Liberty to do what they 
judge molt expedient, and moſt for Edificatioh, 
in virtue of that known Rule, which is not ſo 
much an Apoſtolical Precept, as the Dictate of 

- common 
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eommon. Senſe- let 4 things be. done decently ink 
i order. . Thus 1 have ſhewn at large, that the 
Church, as well as other Societies, has its G6- 
vernours, that as ſuch they have cettaid Powers 
5 5 55 to them, and that their Flocks are bound 
to obey and ſubmit to them, ſo long as they pur- 
ſue the Ends of their Commiſſion. 3 
II 1 have paſſed over two Popular Obje&ions 
made to Church Power by its Enemies, as if it 
encroached upon the Authority of the Magiſtrate, 
and the Liberty of the People, tis not that I have 
forgot them, but becauſe I cannot but ſlight them, 
as very trifling ; ſince all that is urged on theſe - 
Heads is Harangue, nat Argument, and is an Ap- 
peal not to the Senſe of Men, but to their Paſſions; 
As Church Governours are never called in Scri- 
ture A or ie, nor aft ſaid wad Or iEroidar - 
ut are expreſly forbid to do ſo by out Saviour; 
{o tis well knowri, no ſound Part of the Chfiſtian 
Church, and in particular not the Church of 
Encland, ever claimed any Part of Temporal or 
Wu Power, as of divine Right, or by any other 
Title than the Favour of wiſe and religious Princes 
and States. They call themſelves Miniſters not 
Magiſtrates, arid their -Rule Canons, not Laws : 
they claim not Dominion but Direction, Spirirual 
Diſcipline not Coercive Jariſdiction. They decline 
in common Language to ſpeak even 6f Chriſt as 
King, that they might give no Utnbrage to the 
Rulers of this World, as if they acknowledped 
do other : They preach him as Lord, and them- 
{elves Servant for his Sake. And as for the Li: 
berty of the People, Chriſt neither gave any, for 
tool n he left all Men in the State he 
Wau, cheat, engt as. 16/8, Liberty from 80 
SHOP, 
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Caſe where Governours keep within their pro- 
per Bounds. For if what they teach or decree, 
be true, it cannot be very difficult to prove it 
ſo to ſuch as ſhall in their Doubts apply to them 
for Satis faction; for what is of ſuch a Nature, as 
cannot be proved to he true to a reaſonable Man, 
no * I believe, will ſay, ought to be en- 
oined. 

This I fay as to Matters of Faith, about 
which there are the moſt Scruples, and where 
tis confeſſed Governours are ſtrictly obliged to 
adhere to Scripture, As to Matters of external 
Worſhip and Diſcipline, there, as I intimated be- 
fore, Governours have a greater Latitude, A di- 
vine Revelation is not neceſſary for the Appoint- 
ment of all tne Parts of them. *Tis plain St. 
Paul himſelf in ſome of the Directions he gives, 
grounds them not upon any Command of the 
Lord, but upon the Cuſtom of the Church; 
1 Cor. xi. 16. But if any man ſeem to be contentious, 
we have no ſuch cuſtom, neither the Churches of God, 
And *tis demonſtrable the Scripture is not a 
perfect Rule in theſe Caſes from the ſame Chapter, 
which the Apoſtle concludes with theſe Words, 
The reſt will I ſet in order when I come, mt ont 
HaniZoum, Some things therefore wanted to be 
ſet in order, about which there are no written 
Directions. So again, Tit. i. 5. For this 
left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order 
the things that are wanting. In theſe Points there- 


fore Governours are at Liberty to do what they 
judge molt expedient, and moſt for Edificatioh, 
in virtue of that known Rule, which is not ſo 
much an Apoſtolical Precept, as the Dictate of 

- common 


( 41) 


eommon. Senſe;- let all things be done decently ind 
| in order. Thus I have ſhewn at large, that the 
it Church, as well as other Societies, has its G0- 
m ee that as ſuch they have certain Powers 
as belonging to them, and that their Flocks are bound 
n, || to obey and ſubmit to them, ſo long as they pur- 
n- | ſue the Ends of their Commiſſion. — 
If I have paſſed over two Popular Objections 
ut made to Church Power by its Enemies, as if it 
re || encroached upon the Authority of the Magiſtrate, 
ro and the Liberty of the People, tis not that I have 
21 | forgot them, but becauſe I cannot but ſlight them, 
e- as very trifling ; ſince all that is urged on theſe - 
Heads is Harangue, not Argument, and is an Ap- 
tn || peal not to the Senſe of Men, but to their Paſſions; 
As Church Governours ate never called in Scri- 


t. | | 
oy 92 Ata or iF, nor att ſaid aue or i Fun 
* ut are expreſly forbid to do ſo by out Saviour; 


1: | fo'tis well Known, no ſound Part of the Chtiſtian, 
4 Church, and in particular not the Church of 
4. | England, ever claimed any Part of Temporal or 
a | Civil Power, as of divine Right, or by any other 
r, | Title than the Favour of wiſe and religious Princes 


18, and States. They call themſelves Miniſters not 
> | Magiſtrates, arid their Rule Canont, not no 
be 


they claim not Dominion but Direction, Spiritua 
Diſcipline not Coercive Jariſdiction. They decline 
in common Language to ſpeak even of Chriſt as 
King, that they might give no Umbrage to the 
Rulers of this World, as if they acknowledged 
no other: They preach him as Lord, and them- 
{elves Servants for his Sake. And as for the Li: 
berty of the People, Chriſt neither gave any, not 
took any away, he left all Men in the State he 
found th m, except, as. to 4 Liberty from Sin; 


F (for 


(4 ) 

(for that other from 4 N oke of the Law, con- 
cerns Jews only ;) but he expected thoſe who 
weuld. be his Diſciptes, ſhould obey his Com- 
mands, and conſequently thoſe Perſons, A ber 
they were to be made known to them, who wer 
to teach and inſtruct them in Righteouſneſs. An- 
what Liberty is taken away by the Minifters of 
the Goſpel acting thus, I am at a Loſs to fee. 

There are indeed Times and Places, in which Spi- 
ritual Power exceeds its Bounds; and the Rights 
both of Prince and People are invaded : but {ure 
there never was leſs Occaſion for ſuch Complaints, 
than in this Age and in this Nation; where the 
Chriſtian Laity as ſuch, have all the Liberty the moſt 
licentious can deſire, a great deal more than is con- 
ſiſtent with good Diſcipline. What then can be 
the Meaning of thoſe loud Harangues in behalf 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Liberty of the dete whe! 
no body is touching it? Is it not the ſamè as of 
the like Harangues in Vindication' of their Civi 
Liberties, under a mild and juſt ind gentle Go- 
vernment? But whatever they mean, all their 
Efforts will, I doubt not, be in vain: The Good- 
neſs of the Conſtitution, through the divine Bleſ- 
ſing, will till ſupport it : ?Tis ſecure in the Af- 
fections of the People, who love the Church too 
well, not to be jealous of thoſe who would flatter 
them into a Diſlike of it :*Tis ſafe in the Protect ion 
of good Laws, and in the Juſtice and Wiſdom of a 
PRINCE, who has very lately declared, he has its 
honour and ſecurity near at heart. And under the. 
KING, we have the Happineſs to have at the Head 
of: the Church a PRIMATE, who governs in 
the Meekneſs of Wiſdom, and can be zealous for 
the Truth without breathing Perfecution” ; "who 
| ® can 


(43) 


can diſtinguiſh between a charitable Indul- 
gence, and an indolent Indifference ; between 
conniving at the Miſtakes of virtuous and learn- 
ed Men, who when they err, err in Sincerity, 
and write with Modeſty; and ſetting the Doors 
and-Atheifts, and the no leſs pernicious ones of 
ignorant Enthuſiaſts, and ſuch Deceivers who 
ſhelter themſelves under their Cover. In a Word, 
who knows a juſt Authority may be maintained 
without pretending to Infallibility ; that our Eſta- 
bliſhment, though impexfect as 'tis human, may 
and oug deſended as a we ee e and 


as to aq DefeQts in it, that ſome Things may be 
altered without giving up every Thing, and the 
Conſtitution mended without ſubverting it. That 
this Church may for ever be eſtabliſhed in Purity 
and Peace, and triumph over all its Enemies in the 
Wiſdom, Piety and Charity of its Spiritual and 
Civil Governours, and in the willing Obedience 
of its Members, grounded in the true Faith, and 


zealous of good Works, Wet 
_ God- o hi infinite Mercy grant through Jeſus 
.Chriſt oar Lord, to whom with the Father and the 


Holy Spirit be all Honour, Glory and Power, nom 
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Was apprehenſive/the Publication of ghis Sermon 
might give the Lord Biſhop of Bangor ſome 
little Trouble, and for, that Reaſon, among 9- 
hers, was againſt it, as thinking it a meln and un- 
generous Part to add to the Number of his Adverſa- 
"Ties, when he had already ſo many upon his Hands; 
eſpecially at a Time when I had good Reaſon to be- 
lieve his Lordſhip's Thoughts were wholly, taken up 
with Buſineſs of another Nature, I mean the Primary 
Vifitation of his Dioceſs, whither I concluded he was 
gone or going foon, tho' I find fince, I was miſtake 
Hut i did I think, that, a _ Sermon, begun ind 
ended in two Days, upon a Subject not choſen, but 
thrown in my Way by pure Accident, could have 
diſturbed his Lordſhip's Thoughts for ſeyen Months 
and drawn upon me ſo great a Degree of his Diſ- 
pleaſure: he will not allow me to plead haſty and 
carel:js, becaule ſome Inſertions and Additions were made 


aſter⸗ 


f them 
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ds; but 1 affure his Lordſhip' they were note 
of tt Aſter- Thoughts, but purely for Brevicy ſake 
omitted in the Preaching ; and as for the Nore at the 

hd of the Bird Egition, ir being of a different Na- 
ture from the reſt, I omitted ir in the firſt, could 
not inſert ĩt in the fecond, the Preſs having been kept 
ſtanding; and it was the Printer's Fault it was not 
placed where I ants now, P. 39. in the Third; Bu 
M1 Tay not chis go claim the Benefit which the. bb of 
4 M arid careleſs Diſcourſe would give me; I review- 
ed — 5 I had writ before I preached it, and acknow- 
ledge every thibg in it to be wilfat and deliberate, 
and hope to fhew, I have in no Part of it given juſt 
Occaſion for ſo ſevere a Cenſure as his Lordſhip has 
paſſed on ir, . 148, Where he tells me,“ Thar no- 
„ thing could have brought my Reputation, as a 
* Learned Man, into Doubt, but ſuch a Sermon; and 
ce propbecies nothing will ever put it out of Doubt, 
aa my turning to ſome other Subject. Surely his 
Lordfhip was mightily out of Humour when he writ 
This. I know no great Pretences I have made to 
Learning; but Whatever Reputation I have of that 


Sort, I am content it ſhould ſtand and fall witli this 


Sermon; and I ſhall not, to fave or recover it, bs 
petſwaded to turn to another Subject, if I can be of any 
Jſe to defend the Church, of which T have the Hap- 
Pineſs to be a Member, in its juſt Claims againſt t 


Injuries of thoſe who ought to be its Friends. 


His Lordſhip's Skill in Prophecy I diſpute not, but am 
No to allow, he knows as much of Things to come, 
as of thoſe that are paſt; and will be ſo juſt to him, 
how: much ſoever my Sermon may haye alter'd his 


Opinion of wy Learning, as tb own,* his Anſwer has 


not in the leaſt abated my Opinion of. his. There ts 


indeed an unuſual Shew of Learning in it, but what- 
ever is advanced againſt me of that Kind, is either 
not true, or not to the Purpoſe, as I promiſe to'ſhew 
when I ſee a proper Time for it ; not with any Hopes 
of conyinging his Lordſhip, for I have a „ 
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eader has in this à true Sample of his Lordſh 
eaſoning. 

Hut his Lordſhip's chief Strength conſiſts in ret 
ReftecHions, which are made up of Complaint and Inye- 
Five. Complaining is became ſo habicual to his Lord- 
Mip, * he falls i into it as well when there is not, 9s 
when there is Occaſion for it; he fancies, I 
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ately kt #hdPlLoſive of le dig In rr e fe 

FM ing pet and that he is Mei The they are 4 

— at; Se 1 can aſſtre His Lordſhip 110 of 
teateſt Difficulties I had was not co bring Sti 

115 o keep rhem' bit, his Lordſhip and His Feb bars 


furniſhed fo much Matter for them; and that thoſe 
he refehts moſt, ate not in the leaſt meant of 17124 


f this we have 5 notable Inſtance, P. 14 had 
id, P. 4r, och, tofeflant, will be ano 
- eat thi 2 22 /riters of che Church by all, but 
* thoſe who contemn what they never 1 and 
* * therefore exprefs [5 much Sontetnpt to exciſe cheix 
© Tenorarice; ” At whom. this Me r is 2% larly 
i ed, his Lordſnif go he cannot poſitively [a 5 
yet will take it to Himſelf, and declames up ont fo 
a Page together, complaining e of me as a 1 Mag of 
moft anhappy Tefmper. nfwer, IL fay. 195 
that it is a Very juft yok 20 1 will add, 4 very 
ſeaſonable ohe; next, I do pofirively wii that he 
was tot the Perfon then in my Thou What 8 
nion the extreme Senſſbility and Cagernen d 
otdfhip has ſhown on this Occafion, will raife in t.is 
Readers, I leave Him to judge. And 1 can as truly af. 
fitm the fate of what I have iHid, P. 46. of Har 5 
in e of the Peoples CIV! 9 hari, which 
Lofdſip will Have to be meant of Bis e Wii: 
kings: 0 I declare I had no View co them, but {0 
che ſeditious Pamphlets of pretended Patriots, 
18 perpetually infuſing into the People ground ft 
debe againſt the beſt and mildeſt See 
rve themſelves. 
J Complaint his Lordſhip 7 1 
and endeavours to render me. as © 
99 on 15 
other, as a vn tietid to the firſt, 775 as a "Bitch 
Enemy to the laſt ; but to my Coche b 1 
tions are as weak is his Arz N eproach 
is as eaſily denied as de affrnned ; bur 1 fop 
there; che beft Proof of my Affection to the Core 
wi 
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uments againſt it] - 
But how. his Lerdſhip came. to think it neceſſary to 
miſrepreſent me to the Diſſenters alſo, I can't imagine, 
againſt whom he charges me with ſaying. more than wat 
ever jet ſaid of the whole: Body of them by the bittereſt Ene- 
wies they ever bad, This is followed, with ſome 
Pages of Satyr and Ridicule, in which his Lordſhip has 
exerted himſelf with the-utmoſt Vigour, that he migh 
not ſeem to betray. a Cauſe which ſtood in no need 
of his Defence. To return his Lordiſhip his Bear- Iłin, 
and that I may appear to the Diſſenters what J really 
atm as to this Cauſe, Ideclare to him and them, that 
have no ill Will to the Perſon of any one of them, of 
whatever Species orDenomination;that I rejoyce in the 
Indulgence granted to tender Conſciences, and am a- 
gainft Perſecution, but do not indeed include in my No- 
tian of it negative Diſcouragements, in which I have all 
the Writers of the Primitive Church on my Side; t 
Cauſes of their Separation I think tinreaſonable an 
unjuſtifiable, and ſo have thought the Men of the beſt 
Learning and Judgment, not of our owh only, but of 
all other Proteſtant Churches, and that all who; can 
conform to the Church ought to do ſo; but am wil 
ling to believe they, moſt of them, act according to 
their preſent Perſuaſion, and hope both God and Man 
will make great Allowances to this in ſuch as are illi- 
terate and uneducated, que major ſemper credentium pars 
of but as ſuch People are eaſily. practiced upon by 
falle Teachers, and great Miſchiefs have from thence 
ariſen both to Church and State, the Government has, 
I chink, a Right to make ſich Laws as are neceſſary 
ca keep turbulent Spirits quiet, and to preſerye our 
Religious as well as Civil Eſtabliſhment ; but ſhould. 
15 ſuch Laws might C's lie dormant, and that no 
iſt, might feel more of them, 


WI 
Perſon, Proteſtant or Papi 
than if they were e 
Thus I have made his Lordfhip my Cotifeffor, and 
given him my Thoughts of Perſecution, and of his 
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Friends the Nonconformiſts. If his Lordſhip a5 


(49) 
that the main Dolly of _ ſort of 2 Presbyterians, 
Independ anti, Qua lers, Anabaptiffs, &c. ſincere in ah) 
to other Senſe, 20 to have ale che beſt Means of 15 
ne, formation they could get, let him declare this in ex- 
vas I preſs Terms, ot let him 2 the Injuſtice of 
repreſenting me as Uncbriſtian and uncharitable to 
tender Conſciences, beyond the bittereſt Enemies 
the Diſſenters ever had, for thinking of them no o- 
therwiſe then he does himſelf. For my own Part, I 
would be willing to put the Proof of their Sincerity 
upon a very ſhort Iſſue; take the Perſons aſſembled 
in any one Meetinp-houſe, and enquire how many of 
them have ever ſeriouſly looked into the Common-Ptay= 
of , to ſee whether or no they could conform eo the 
the JN Uſe of it. I name this as one of the cafieſt Trials 
that can be made, to judge whether they have in a- 
ny Degree examined, into what it is they diffent 
from. The 933 take out the Portions of 
Scripture; is 4 very ſhort Book, and no Body can 
{ay he has not Time to tead it, ot to have it read to 
I can bear his Lordſhip's treating me as a Fol, tis 
familiar to him to treat all as fuch, who have the 
Misfortuhe to differ from him; but this Calummy, and 
the repreſenting me as a Knave, which he frequently 
does, he muft excuſe me, if I will not bear. Hjs 
Lordſhip may perhaps expect, I ſhould in Juſtice to 
him, take Notice of the Compliments he fomerimes 
makes me of wnicommen Learning, & c. which I think 
are intended only to give the keener Edge to his Sa- 
tyt ; but whatever the meaning of them be, as I have 
no Right to one, fo I greatly deſpiſe the other, and 
am willing they ſhould be ſet againſt and extinguiſſi 
each other, and fo all paſs for nothing; which is the 
only way to make theſe Parts of his Lordſhip's 45/wer. 
of a Piece with the reft of his Performance ; of 
Which and his other Writings in this Controverſy; it 
muſt be allowed his Lordſhip judges very truly, when 
he fays they are faint W Fl of Mr. cy C 
th 
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dert bg, P. 243- br Eury it ſelf _ un, bis Lord: 
fi p has fome Likeneſs to that who in Clif fuch 
one as Mr. Toland has to Mr. Locle, who in 
8 oof 90 erious makes great Uſe of Mr. Lacke's 
upport Notions he never dreamed of. 
Ay Printer acquainting me. this Afertdon, 5 
he was printing again my Sermon, I was willing to 
take the Opportunity it gives me, to-waſh my Hands, 
ol perſona} Matters 'ohce' for all; to clear in Way te 
the future Examination of what pretends to 
Argument; Which ſhall be oubliſh'd 3 in due tim 
at I may not incur his Locdſhip's farther N 
y my Silence, Which, I fear, he would be apt to 
ate either to a Nel Can, La t ill 3 *! 
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